It is well recognised that seizures may develop in healthy subjects on exposure to oxygen under pressure. According to Hollin et al the major manifestation of central nervous system oxygen toxicity is a seizure; after multiple hyperbaric exposure at 2-3 atm up to 3O% of patients will convulse, sometimes without premonitory symptoms. ' Epilepsy is a well recognised complication of multiple sclerosis and is the most reasonable explanation. The patient possibly preferred the choking story for fear of adverse publicity. hyperbaric treatments should be given only under the supervision of qualified hyperbaric physicians. We are concerned to learn that many treatment units are being established in Britain for the treatment of multiple sclerosis with hyperbaric oxygen by non-medical personnel. We mean no disrespect to the professionalism of trained hyperbaric technicians, but patients given hyperbaric treatment warrant full medical supervision.
Thus we agree with the major conclusions of Dr Mertin and Professor McDonald but we disagree with their undue emphasis on the risks of hyperbaric treatments. The risks of oxygen toxicity in a brief exposure are minimal, and the rate of compression with hyperbaric oxygen treatment can be rapid, limited primarily by middle ear pressure equilibration. These comments are based on data assembled during the past 10 years by the hyperbaric registry of the Undersea Medical Society, the international professional organisation for trained hyperbaric physicians. 
